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Russian Quarry seminar focuses on drill and blast
Sandvik Construction Russia, together with official distributor Quarry-Service, recently held another highly successful Quarry Seminar, this year located in Yekaterinburg. This was focused on the drilling and blasting needs of our customers, and enabled us to share Sandvik’s industry knowledge with other companies involved in the Russian quarrying industry. 
Following on from last year’s highly successful Russian event, Sandvik Construction and official distributor, Quarry-Service, held another Quarry Seminar, which was focused on drilling and blasting. This featured the expertise and knowledge of Arne Lislerud, one of the ley figures within Sandvik’s now famous Quarry Academy. The event was held in early March in Yekaterinburg, and was attended by eight representatives each from six of the leading regional quarry companies.

During the latest Russian Quarry Seminar participants were able to discuss the cornerstones of blast hole drilling. This saw such topics of interest as safety issues being covered, as well as examining the experiences of successful companies in Norway and Canada. Other topics included the reduction of fines and oversize rock levels in blasting. A great deal of interest was also shown in the productivity and lifespan of Sandvik equipment, and how such equipment has successfully benefitted companies throughout the world.  

The second day of the program saw a visit to the Nadezhdinskoye quarry in the Privolzhsky region. Here the Quarry Seminar participants could see for themselves how state of the art initiatives were implemented, and draw on these experiences to develop successful strategies for increasing the quality of final products at their own quarries. After seeing blasting undertaken, and following a thorough analysis of the deposits, Arne Lislerud discussed possible actions and suggested several measures which might improve blasting efficiency. These included how to achieve the best possible results with respect to the geological make-up of a quarry, and how a few relevant parameters could be changed in such areas as blast direction, hole diameter, drill plan and delay intervals. 

“The Quarry Seminar perfectly demonstrated the importance of successful drilling and blasting in aggregates production, especially when you’re aiming to achieve superior quality and perfect cubic shape of the product while keeping a low level of flakiness. Even the most advanced machines can’t solve each and every problem if the production process is faulty. Sometimes you find the rock which is really hard to deal with. Then you should perform a thorough analysis of relevant blasting parameters and focus on efforts to make the most of your equipment”, commented Alexey Sesorov, Sales manager for Surface Drill rigs, Sandvik Construction Russia.
We would like to thank everyone who gave up their valuable time to attend the latest Quarry Seminar. Without the delegates input and enthusiasm the event would not have been as successful as it was. We are particularly grateful for the help and assistance of the owners of the Nadezhdinskoye quarry, who proved to be perfect hosts.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sandvik Group
Sandvik is a high-tech and global engineering group offering advanced products and services that enhance customer productivity, profitability and safety.  We have world - leading positions in selected areas - tools for metal cutting, equipment and tools for the mining and construction industries, stainless materials, special alloys, metallic and ceramic resistance materials as well as process systems. In 2014 the Group had about 47,000 employees and representation in approximately 130 countries, with sales of about 89,000 million SEK.

Sandvik Construction
Sandvik Construction is a business area within the Sandvik Group providing solutions for virtually any construction industry application encompassing such diverse businesses as surface rock quarrying, tunneling, excavation, demolition, road building, recycling and civil engineering. The range of products includes rock tools, drilling rigs, breakers, bulk-materials handling and crushing and screening machinery. In 2014 sales were about 9,000 million SEK, with approximately 3,000 employees.
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